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Greetings Munn Families!! 
 
Please continue to follow to connect with Munn Elementary School. 
 
Connect with Munn on:  
E-News: http://munn.spencerportschools.org/newsletter/One.aspx  
Facebook: Munn Scsd  
Instagram: munnscsd  
Twitter: @munnscsd  
Web: http://munn.spencerportschools.org/ 
 
Below is news on the 2018-2019 Spencerport proposed school budget.  

http://www.spencerportschools.org/district/2018-19_budget_section 
  
For more information about the great things happening at Munn School, please access the Munn Messenger 
by visiting http://munn.spencerportschools.org/resources/munnmessenger 
 
The 2017-2018 5th grade committee will hold a fundraiser on May 15 during the school budget vote.  Stop by 
and enjoy a meal from the food truck that will be parked outside in front of the school. 
   
Mr. Milgate, Superintendent of Schools, will present the 2018-2019 Spencerport proposed school budget to 
the elementary parents’ associations on May 8th from 6:30 pm-7:30 pm in Room 17 at Distr ict Office.    

   
Below is an update from the Building Planning Team on our progress in meeting and exceeding our goals.  
 
All students, parents and staff will have a genuine sense of belonging and feel valued and respected at 
Munn Elementary School. 
 
Munn is building on our successes by 
continuing to deliberately practice acts 
of kindness, compassion and           
acceptance and using these guiding 
principles from the elementary       
program of Rachel’s Challenge.  
     

 

 

 

 

 

April, 2018 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Monday, April 30-Friday, May 4 – One School One Book Silent Raffle Week 

Tuesday, May 8 – MSPA/PTO Joint Mtg. - 6:30pm – Rooms 15/17 DISTRICT OFFICE 
Thursday, May 10 – Advanced Band & Chorus Spring Concert – 7:00pm – Café 
Tuesday, May 15 – Budget Vote – 6:00am-9:00pm (Food Truck in parking lot) 
Wednesday, May 16 – Drama Club Performance – 6:30pm - Cafeteria 
Friday, May 25 – SOAR Assembly – 2:45pm – Cafeteria 

Monday, May 28 – Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL  
Monday, June 4 – Grades K-5 Half Day Release – 11:50 Dismissal 

Monday, June 4 – Beginner Band Concert – 7:00pm – Cafeteria 
Tuesday, June 5 – MSPA Mtg. – 6:45pm Meet & Greet/7:00pm Meeting – Cafeteria 

Friday, June 8 – Munn Family Picnic – 6:00pm 
Monday, June 11 – Field Day 

Thursday, June 14 – Flag Day Ceremony – 9:30am 
Friday, June 15 – Rachel’s Rally – 2:30pm 

Wednesday, June 20 – 5th Grade Graduation – 10:00am-11:00am – Cafeteria 
Wednesday, June 20 – Kindergarten Graduation – 2:15pm - Cafeteria 

http://www.spencerportschools.org/district/2018-19_budget_section
http://munn.spencerportschools.org/resources/munnmessenger
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1.  Use Kind Words & Do Kind Things     
2.  Accept & Include Others 
3.  Choose & Be a Positive Influence    
4.  Set Goals & Keep a Journal 
5.  Continue the Chain Reaction  
 
Our April RC lesson was on  the impact of sharing a compliment.  Each child at Munn sent our 
SOAR (Supporting Others, Acting Responsibly) post cards to their pen pal class in our district. The postcards 
shared our best, polite, kind and considerate behaviors.  Some classrooms skyped with pen pals as well!!    
Students at Munn recorded their behaviors on chart paper throughout the week of April 16-20. Our Annual 
Rachel’s Rally will be June 15 at 2:30 pm.  More details to follow!!  
  
The Munn SWE (School Wide Enrichment) team meets monthly to support staff with differentiation of      
instruction, implementation of 21st Century skills, the use of instructional technology to enhance student 
achievement in daily instruction and the development of enrichment clusters.  Clusters were once again a huge 
success!!  https://animoto.com/play/SMtWxuonP87zSZhVMlKBsw  Our school is busy brainstorming and 
planning a theme day with a focus on history.  Stay tuned for a mid-May announcement.    
   
An instructional focus area for the district this year has been the effective use of instructional technology to 
positively impact student learning and achievement.  This year at the elementary schools, five classroom 
teachers have enhanced their delivery of instruction with the use of 1:1 laptop capability.  Next year, all 3-5 
classroom teachers will be 1:1 and K-2 classrooms will have 2:1 laptop capability.  Teacher and                  
administrators are, and will continue to be, immersed in professional development related to this district-wide 
initiative.  A guiding resource for our work has been the standards identified by the International Society for 
Technology Education.  An informative web site is https://www.iste.org/standards/standards.    
 

Students in grades 3-5 took the New York State ELA Assessment online on April 16 and 17.  My THANKS 
to our families for providing a healthy breakfast and well-rested students on assessment days.  Students in 

grades 3-5 will take the New York State Math Assessment on May 7 and 8.  Our final early release date is 

June 5th (11:50 am).  Dur ing these ear ly release days we consistently analyze student achievement data 
to inform our instruction. We make changes as educators to how our skills can be sharpened to meet the  
learning needs and styles of students. Our efforts take place at team, literacy and faculty meetings. 
 
We, as a school, are appreciative of the partnership forged with parents and caregivers in the education of 
their children. Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher if you have questions on how you can continue 
to support the academic growth of your child. I encourage you as a parent to continue to inform yourself about 
the exciting things happening in New York State public education.  An informative website is 
www.EngageNY.org.  I value the tremendous collaboration and communication between our families and the 
Munn staff.  Please contact me if I can be of assistance in helping you or your child to enhance their academic 
and social experience at Munn Elementary School. 
 
Yours in Partnership, 
 

  

  
Michael M. Canny 
MCanny@Spencerportschools.org 
(585) 349-5502 
 

 

https://animoto.com/play/SMtWxuonP87zSZhVMlKBsw
https://www.iste.org/standards/standards
http://www.EngageNY.org
mailto:MCanny@Spencerportschools.org
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Kindergarten News 

 

 

The month of April has been very busy in kindergarten! The students have been writing daily and wow… 
they are amazing young authors! They are using descriptive words and some students are writing 3          
sentences. Their pictures have amazing details. Please continue to practice their sight words at home. 
 
The children are doing very well with reading the sight words. The boys and girls have become readers! 
Please have your child read to you and continue to read to your child each night. Keep up the great job! 
 
In science the boys and girls enjoyed learning about living things. We have learned about what living things 
need. We learned about animals and their habitats. Ask your child about the habitat 
they built. We worked together with communication and collaboration to build during a 
recent stem project. We are also learning about ways we can help take care of our planet. 
We did a painting activity along with one way they could help the earth. We enjoyed 
celebrating Earth Day on April 23! 
 
In math, we are continuing to become fluent in addition and subtraction. 
 
Finally, the boys and girls were very excited during another highlight this spring - our Egg 
Hunt! Thanks for all the support! 
 
Please remember to keep your child on his/her daily schedule. It is important that the boys and girls get plen-
ty of rest. We will be going outside as often as we can. Please have your children prepared for the weather. 
We look forward to many spring activities ahead! 
 

 
 
 

The First Graders are looking forward to some warmer weather for outside recess! Please continue to send in 
boots for the muddy playground. Also, please consider sending in a change of pants and socks 
to keep in your child’s backpack. The nurse has a very limited supply of extra clothing if they 
get wet or muddy. 

Our Reading and Writing Units this month centered around making sense of the world around us. We have 
read fiction and nonfiction stories about sorting and classifying, the sun, moon, and stars, inventions and  
inventors, sound, and how things get built. The first graders continue to work on building vocabulary and on 
higher level comprehension such as character point of view, cause and effect, and problem and solution. In 
writing this month students learned to write “how-to’s”: teaching someone how to do or make something. 
They learned about sequencing steps, using transition words, and using specific vocabulary. It was a high 
interest unit! 

In Science, we finished up our unit on patterns in space and seasonal patterns and began our 
unit on sound and light waves. 

Math this month was very tricky as first graders learned how to use comparison bars as a strategy to solve 
comparison story problems. Please refer to the Home Letters sent home to help your child with this skill. 
Also, remember that this strategy is just one “tool” in our “toolbox” for solving math problems. We continue 
to give timed math fact quizzes. Students have been keeping track of their scores and setting a goal to       
improve their accuracy or number of problems completed each time. 
 

1st Grade News 
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Hello from Second Grade!! 

We have been continuing to work hard and learn a lot! 

In Shared Reading we have been exploring fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. We have also 
been working on summarizing texts, identifying main idea and details and finding details in 
the text. We are really focusing on reading texts carefully and thinking about meaning, so that 
we are able to self-correct any mistakes, and truly understand the passages. 

In math we finished up our unit on telling time and making and reading bar and picture graphs and are now 
focusing on comparing numbers, and counting numbers above 100 by tens and ones. We have also          
continued to read and identify key words in story problems so that we can determine the necessary operation 
and solve correctly.  

In writing we finished writing our fictional narratives and are now wrapping up a piece about our spring 
breaks! At this point students are expected to independently create pieces with a good topic sentence that 
introduces their work, include multiple supporting details, (in complete sentences), and wrap up their ideas 
with a strong closing sentence. In addition to this, they should be using correct capitals and punctuation con-
sistently. 

In social studies we are finishing up an inquiry in which we have been discussing how the things that people 
have done in the past affect us now, and how our choices will affect the future. In science we learned about 
landforms, and how land can change slowly or quickly depending on many different factors. In our next unit 
we will be learning about plant and animal life cycles. 

You should have seen a permission slip come home for our field trip to Nazareth College to see the play, 
Henry and Mudge, as well as some information regarding our Career Day. Please look 
over these papers and send back to school with your child. Feel free to contact your 
child’s teacher with any questions! 

If you have not yet returned the envelope and signed comment card for your child’s report card, please re-
member to do so as soon as possible. Thank you!  

 
 
 

Greetings from Third Grade!  
 
In ELA, the students spent time focusing on a variety of vocabulary, grammar and comprehension skills and 
strategies in preparation for the state tests, in addition to their daily guided reading groups.  
 
In MATH, we are finishing up our unit on fractions. We have learned to identify unit fractions, 
find equivalent fractions, compare fractions and solve fraction comparison word problems. Our 
next unit will be geometry!  
 
In WRITING, we have been working on RADDS responses and using details from the text to support our 
answers.  
 
In SCIENCE we have finished our extreme weather unit and are waiting for our butterfly larvae to arrive!  
Hopefully Spring arrives so we can raise our butterflies! 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Grade News 

3rd Grade News 
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Greetings from the Fourth grade!  

It’s hard to believe that we are entering the last few months of the 2017-2018 school year, and there is still 
so much to be done…… 

With the completion of the ELA Exam, we will continue to focus on reading and writing strategies and skills 
in preparation for entrance into fifth grade.  

In math, we have just completed an extensive study of fractions and will now turn our attention 
to geometry and how to use a protractor to measure angles.  

In Writing, our focus is on research as we investigate topics of interest and organize information into        
expository writing essays. 

In Science we will begin our Plant and Animal Adaptation Unit. We will learn that plants and animals have 
internal and external structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction. 

Our next field trip is scheduled for June 8 to the Genesee Country Museum, which includes a 
19th-century village, a gallery, a nature center and 600 acres of gardens and wildlife.  More information 
will follow soon. 

Warm Regards, 

Mary Anne Cellura, Kristen Goldfeder, Scott Schwind  

 

 

Great work fifth graders on the NYS ELA Assessment!  Our students worked hard, and checked their work, 
and demonstrated perseverance. We are proud of you! 

It is hard to believe that we are entering into our last couple of months as Munn Students!  Here are the dates 
of some special events that our fifth graders will enjoy in the upcoming months: 

Challenger Field Trips: (5/9, 5/10, 5/15: class TBD) 

Planetarium and Science Center: Friday, May 11 (all classes) 

Cosgrove Field Trip/Nature Center: May 14 

Camp Bay View: Friday, June 1 

Munn Family Picnic: Friday, June 8 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Grade News 

4th Grade News 
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Every now and then we feel the need to revisit a discussion on the power of keeping a journal. All sorts 

of people keep a journal – musicians, artists, architects, scientists, writers, athletes and children – so 

many professions see the benefit of thinking about ideas as they are presented with them, processing 

those ideas in a way that makes sense to them and writing about it. Gardeners keep track of blooming 

cycles, runners keep track of distances, diets and conditions that produce the best results, farmers 

record the weather or track crop cycles. We think of journals as a place to record events, a place where 

we can look back and remember special moments. Many famous individuals have done that. Leonardo 

da Vinci kept 40 notebooks of his daily activities, dreams, plans for his paintings and engineering    

projects. Through journals we learn about history. Lewis and Clark kept journals of their travels across 

North America. Journals can also be a safe place to process emotions. Encouraging children to          

observe, process and write about their world can have academic and health benefits, and it provides 

them a window into their own personal history. 

 

Please encourage your children to use journaling as a way to - 

 

     1.  Record experiences 

     2.  Explore ideas 

     3.  Ask questions 

     4.  Activate prior knowledge 

     5.  Engage the imagination 

     6.  Assume the role of another person 

     7.  Solve problems 

 

On a personal note, every few months I ask my children to keep a journal as part of their weekly          

responsibilities. My oldest is 15, and started when she was seven. We now have several notebooks of 

correspondences. I ask her different types of questions now, but the format is the same. She has      

chosen to keep a separate journal for herself too, which was my hope from the beginning. I love to look 

back at these pages of Dear Mom entries, grateful for the window into her days and her dreams. All 

three of my children need coaxing, but they all love to read my responses that let them know that they 

are perfect to me. Competing with fast paced modern technology can be hard, but in my family, we all 

see the benefits of this “ancient” practice! 
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   Munn School Parent Association News 

 
April Events 
24th - 25th Book Fair 
25th – Grandparents and Special Person’s Night - 6:30pm - 8:00pm (Book Fair open) 
 
May Events 
8th - MSPA Mtg. - 6:45pm-8:00pm 
 
June Events 
5th - MSPA Mtg. - 6:45pm - 8:00pm 
8th – Munn Family Picnic 
 
The Book Fair will be open during Grandparents and Special Person’s Night on April 25th. 
The Munn Family Picnic is June 8th—Save The Date!! More activities, and even more fun! 
 
We hope everyone enjoyed The One and Only Ivan through the One School, One Book program.  
MSPA was able to purchase the books for the entire school as a result of your contributions to our 
fundraisers.  Thank You!! 
 
You can always help our school by saving and sending in your Box Tops! This program helps us 
earn great things for our school.  Also, register your Tops Bonus Card 
and designate     William C. Munn as your school of choice.  Your card 
needs to be relinked to Munn at the start of each school year!  See 
www.Topsmarkets.com/Education to complete the registration        process.  Tops will 
donate to our school based on your shopping.  The final Box Tops collection for the year will be 
coming shortly - keep a lookout for more Box Tops! 
 
                           
 
                               munnschoolpa@gmail.com or like us on Facebook 
               https://www.facebook.com/Munn-School-Parents-Association-MSPA  
 
We are always looking for more parents to help with our activities. Without our invaluable           
volunteers none of our programs would be possible. Thank you to all of those who make time to 
support us. 
 
MSPA Board Contacts: 
 

 President  Janelle Young  nelliejy@rochester.rr.com 

 Vice-President Maggie Eichelberger MCEICH@hotmail.com  

 Secretary  An Phan   phanhongan@yahoo.com   

 Treasurer  Steve MacFarlane  lv2rr@yahoo.com 

 

http://www.Topsmarkets.com/Education
mailto:nelliejy@rochester.rr.com
mailto:lv2rr@yahoo.com


April, 2018 Munn Messenger   8 

 

 
 

School Nurse: Beth Hoben, RN 

Phone: 349-5550 

Fax: 349-5586       
                          REMINDERS FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE 

                                                   APRIL HEALTH NEWS 

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGES: Next year  NYSTATE ED has changed the school grades when physicals 
are required. Please note the new grade levels: New Entrants, Pre-K, K, 1, 3, 5.7, 9, 11. Physicals may go 
back 1 year. To start the 18-19 school year, a physical must be dated 9/2017 or later. We can’t accept        
anything dated prior to 9/2017. 

 

Allergies: It is time to star t allergy medications. If you have any concerns about your  
child’s spring allergies, especially bee sting reactions, please call the Health Office at           
349-5550. Thank you. 

 

Playground: Spr ing is here and that means more time on the playground. In order  to   
ensure the safety of all children, we require that sneakers or close-toed shoes with a non-slip 
sole be worn for recess. No flip flops or sandals. Also, please be sure the shoelaces are the   
appropriate length and stay tied. We suggest double knotting for shoes that do not stay tied. 
Untied shoes are a safety hazard. Tying shoes is a very important skill for your children to 
master. If they have not already done so, please work on this skill during your evening time 
together. We do not provide extra sneakers for recess or PE class. 

 

Puddles and Mud: The children are anxious to get outdoors and the fresh air  and exercise 
play a key role promoting good health. During the spring recess the children will encounter mud 
and puddles. It is a good idea to provide a change of clothing (pants, socks, old sneakers and 
even underwear) to keep in their book bags or lockers. The Health Office has a limited amount 
of clothing to use in case of muddy/wet clothes or bathroom accidents. 

 

Sixth Graders: Fifth graders will soon be looking ahead to sixth grade. All fifth graders are 
required to have two doses of Varicella (chicken pox) vaccine, 4 Doses of Polio (unless the third 
dose was given at age 4 or older), and a Tdap vaccine. The Meningococcal (MenACWY) will be 
due by 7th grade. Physician documentation should be turned into the Health Office or the middle 
school Health Office. 

 

        

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES: We encourage parents to celebrate with healthy snacks, small       

trinkets, stickers, pencils or a donation of a book to the Library in the student’s name.  Please 

be aware some students may have food allergies and may not be able to participate in treats. 

Show kindness by checking with the teacher before bringing any food treats into the        

classroom.  Treats may not be passed out in the cafeteria.  

 

Health Room News 
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 Kindergarten Registration for 2018/2019 

Mrs. McLaen is in the process of compiling the list of prospective kindergartners for the 2018/2019 school year.  Children are 

eligible for kindergarten if their fifth birthday is on or before December 1, 2018.  Names have been collected from the        

information that current families at Munn turned in in the fall on the Student Data Form and from Infinite Campus for new 

families who have registered with the District or have already contacted Munn.  Registration packages were mailed out      

approximately the second week in February.  If you have a child eligible for kindergarten and have not received a registration 

packet, please call Mrs. McLaen at 349-5501. 

CONNECT WITH MUNN! 
Facebook: Munn Scsd 

Instagram: munnscsd 

Twitter: @MunnSCSD 

Web: http://www.spencerportschools.org/munn_elementary.cfm 

 

   ~ ~ ~ On-line Access to the Munn Messenger ~ ~ ~  

 Go to http://munn.spencerportschools.org 
 Hover over Parent/Student Resources, scroll down and click on Munn Messenger 
 Choose the Munn Messenger you would like to read 
 

                                                            ~ ~ ~ Sign Up for eNews ~ ~ ~  

 Go to http://munn.spencerportschools.org 
 Click on Munn eNews in the yellow menu bar and follow the directions 
 

~ ~ ~ Munn Daily Announcements ~ ~ ~  

 Go to http://munn.spencerportschools.org 
 Click on Daily Announcements in the yellow menu bar 
 
 

~ ~ ~ Virtual Backpack ~ ~ ~ 

All sport, drama, scout, Town of Ogden/Community Info flyers can be found on the District website 

 Go to http://munn.spencerportschools.org 
 Click on Virtual Backpack under the Quick Links section in the lower right of the web page 

 

 

 

 

Phone Numbers   

Munn Office 349-5509       Attendance Line 349-5550  

(Please call each day of absence) 

 Nurse’s Office – 349-5551                          
 

Office News 


